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Break	the	Rules:	The	Way	up	Is	Down	
Luke	9:46-48	(NLT)	-	Then	his	disciples	began	arguing	about	which	of	them	was	the	greatest.	But	Jesus	knew	their	
thoughts,	so	he	brought	a	little	child	to	his	side.	Then	he	said	to	them,	“Anyone	who	welcomes	a	little	child	like	this	on	my	
behalf	welcomes	me,	and	anyone	who	welcomes	me	also	welcomes	my	Father	who	sent	me.	Whoever	is	the	least	among	
you	is	the	greatest.”		
	
But Jesus says there’s a two-fold problem with approaching life this way.  

• It	divides	me from others	

• It	separates	me from God	
	
James	4:6	(NIV)	-	But He gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 
humble."		
 
So, what does that look like in my life?	
 
Matthew 20:20-28 (NLT) - Then the mother of James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Jesus with her sons. She 
knelt respectfully to ask a favor. “What is your request?” he asked. She replied, “In your Kingdom, please let my two sons 
sit in places of honor next to you, one on your right and the other on your left.” But Jesus answered by saying to them, 
“You don’t know what you are asking! Are you able to drink from the bitter cup of suffering I am about to drink?” “Oh yes,” 
they replied, “we are able!” Jesus told them, “You will indeed drink from my bitter cup. But I have no right to say who will 
sit on my right or my left. My Father has prepared those places for the ones he has chosen.” When the ten other disciples 
heard what James and John had asked, they were indignant. But Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the 
rulers in this world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt their authority over those under them. But among you it will 
be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to be first among you 
must become your slave. For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a 
ransom for many.” 	
 
#1 Dedicate your life to	serving	others.	
 
Romans 12:1 (NLT)	-	And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of all he has 
done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him.  
 
#2 Allow God to work through your	weakness.	
	
2 Corinthians 12:9-10 (NLT) - Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in weakness.” So now 
I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work through me. That’s why I take pleasure in 
my weaknesses, and in the insults, hardships, persecutions, and troubles that I suffer for Christ. For when I am weak, 
then I am strong.		
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